Pharmacist prescriber embedded within medical
team improves patient care by timely and accurate
discharge medication prescribing
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What was done?
+ An independent prescribing pharmacist (PP) was embedded within specialist medical team, to perform prescribing activities in a timely manner.
Focus was on facilitation of early patient discharge.

+ The PP was additional to standard ward pharmacy establishment, allowing prescribing to be focus of role.

Why was it done?

. Delayed patient discharge impacts bed availability, preventing new admissions to hospital. Also negatively impacts patient experience.

+ Increasing demands on junior doctors means discharge medication prescribing is not started until urgent clinical duties are completed. These late
dispensing orders have been identified as a leading cause of delayed discharge.” Also, high prescribing error rates by junior doctors” cause further
delay whilst queries by verifying pharmacist are resolved.

+ A different strategy, using a PP to prioritise discharge prescribing, was accepted as required.
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How was it done: What has been achieved?
Baseline : Data collected for planned same day discharge only. Comparison of time taken for discharge process
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service extension under consideration. New systems of referral to widen scope have been implemented.
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