Roisín O’Hare
8 Harberton Square
Belfast
Co. Antrim
N. Ireland

7th February 2024
Dear EAHP,
My name is Roisín O’Hare, and I am writing to you to express my interest in being considered for one of the vacant positions on the  EAHP board. 

I am a hospital clinical pharmacist, specialising in cardiovascular therapeutics based in Northern Ireland (NI). I am a qualified prescriber and prescribe medicines for a range of patients, with a particular interest in heart failure. My job is a joint appointment with both Universities in NI, and I am responsible for experiential learning in hospital for all undergraduate pharmacy students in NI. 

I am enthusiastic about the development of the profession of pharmacy, with a particular emphasis on the evolution of the pharmacist as a front-line clinical practitioner and a core member of the multidisciplinary team. 

I have more than 15 years’ experience collaborating closely with academic colleagues to develop teaching strategies to support the develop of clinical pharmacy skills including medication history taking, medication review and optimization, prescribing, clinical examination skills as well as negotiation skills, consultation skills and other communication skills. I completed my PhD in clinical pharmacy and pharmacy education, and as part of my research, I embedded the use of Objective Structured Clinical Examinations (OSCEs) into the Schools of Pharmacy in NI. I have experience of designing and embedding a range of novel teaching and assessment strategies in the Schools of Pharmacy, to facilitate an increased focus on the evolution of the clinical practitioner. I will be able to bring my experience of developing clinical and prescriber ready skills to the board to support this emphasis in any future work.

I collaborate closely with multidisciplinary colleagues in our Faculties of Health and Life Sciences at both Ulster University and Queens University Belfast in the development of university-based teaching such as pharmacogenomics, sustainable prescribing in healthcare, high and low-fidelity multi-professional simulation, and colleagues at the hospital sites across NI to continue this learning in the workplace. I believe that the future of pharmacy education must embrace the use of all available teaching methods, including the skills of simulation and the process of debriefing our learners is a large part of that. If I am successful, I can bring my experience with simulation in a multi-professional and uni-professional setting to the board to support evolution of practice in this area.

I am the Team leader for a team of 13 pharmacists across all hospitals in Northern Ireland and both Schools of Pharmacy, and I am responsible for the strategic vision of the team, as well as the direction of travel of hospital experiential learning across the country.  I liaise regularly with colleagues across the UK and Ireland with regard to sharing our vision, and I collaborate with colleagues from all healthcare professions in order to support the development of our future pharmacists.

I will step down from my current role as Immediate Past President of the Guild of Healthcare Pharmacists (GHP) in June 2023.  During my work as President, I established new positions on GHP including Chair of Sustainability and Chair of Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion and in my role as Immediate Past President, I have focused on work force development. I am a keen environmentalist, and I am enthusiastic about embedded sustainable practices across all our workstreams in pharmacy. The GHP represent around 6,000 hospital and primary care pharmacist members across all the countries of the UK, and if I am successful in joining the board, I will bring the views of our membership to European colleagues, and vice versa, to support building greater collaboration between the UK and other pharmacy teams across Europe and beyond.

I believe that with the breadth of my experience I will be able to offer a unique perspective to the board, including an emphasis on development of the clinical skills for the future workforce well as novel teaching methods in clinical pharmacy.
Sincerely,
[image: ]
Prof. Roisín O’Hare 
PGCHET BSc(hons) MSc DPharm FHEA FFRPS FRPS FPSNI(IP)
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