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Report from event in European Parliament on preventing occupational exposure to cytotoxic and other hazardous drugs
            26th April 2016, European Parliament, Brussels
	Name and position:
	Richard Price, EAHP Policy and Advocacy Officer

	Name of the project/meeting:
	““Addressing the most dangerous chemical risk factors in healthcare. Preventing healthcare workers’ exposure to cytotoxic and other hazardous drugs“

	Date and place of meeting:
	Tuesday 26th April 2016, European Parliament, Brussels


	Purpose of the meeting:
	Purpose of the meeting wasn’t clearly stated beforehand, but in reality, it served the purposes of hosting a discussion about the need for action on the issue of cytotoxic exposure among MEPs (1) and their assistants (4-5).

	Was it upon invitation, if so from whom:
	Yes, invitation from consultancy Rhode Public Policy.

	Present at the meeting
	Perhaps due to the problems of the Brussels attacks the last time the meeting had been attempted, and a slightly hasty rearrangement, the meeting was ‘intimate’. i.e. around 12 people around a table. Interestingly, Miguel Angel Calleja, President of SEFH, was present.
The chair of the meeting was Mr. Siôn Simon, UK Member of the European Parliament in the Socialist Grouping. The meeting appeared to be financed by medical technology Becton Dickinson. That was never clearly stated, but might be assumed.

	Outcome of the meeting:
	The meeting opened with a presentation from Mr Johan Vandenbroucke, Senior Pharmacist Production at Ghent University and one of the authors of the document under discussion, “Preventing occupational exposure to cytotoxic and other hazardous drugs: European Policy Recommendations”. [AVAILABLE?]. His presentation covered where cytotoxic exposure risks are present (e.g. contaminated vials, spills, evaporation, skin contact) and their impacts on health.

A speaker from the European Commission (Dr. Zinta Podniece, Policy Analyst, DG Employment) then addressed some EU actions in this area including good practice guidance on cytotoxic drugs.
The final speaker was Dr. Paul Sessink, an expert consultant at Exposure Control Sweden AB who shared a variety of research findings on cyotoxic exposure.
With only a brief period left for discussion, Sion Simon MEP expressed his shock at what he was hearing, and considered that the EU needed to go further than simply best practice sharing. Some form of regulation may be required and he intended to make a written resolution in the European Parliament or similar.


	Impact for EAHP (if any):
	To consider giving our support to the Policy Recommendations document?


	Follow up needed?
	Message to be sent to organisers thanking for the invitation and expressing EAHP willingness to be kept in touch with developments.

JP to raise issue with ESOP colleagues at Paris event? 
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