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Report from FIPRA stakeholder meeting on medicines pricing
            Wednesday 18th November 2015, FIPRA offices, Brussels
	Name and position:
	Richard Price, Policy and Advocacy Officer

	Name of the project/meeting:
	Stakeholder Roundtable on “Equity of Access and Sustainable Financing of Pharmaceuticals”
Sponsored by EFPIA, Novartis, Sanofi, and GSK. Hosted by consultancy, FIPRA.

	Date and place of meeting:
	Wednesday 18th November 2015, FIPRA offices, Brussels


	Purpose of the meeting:
	These roundtable meetings were initially to share views and updates on an EFPIA proposal (supported by Belgium) for EU Member States to implement a process of differential pricing of new high value pharmaceuticals based on GDP, supported by a voluntary code that would restrict parallel trade of such products. However, the European Commission sponsored study on this proposal, due to be published in early 2016, as well as resistance from large EU countries such as the UK and Germany appears to kill off the suggestion. The meeting brought back together interested stakeholders to explore the current political landscape in Europe around pricing and reimbursement.

	Was it upon invitation, if so from whom:
	Invitation from FIPRA, the external consultancy organising the roundtable meetings.

	Present at the meeting (name people):
	Richard Price, Policy and Advocacy Officer, EAHP
Jo De Cock, CEO, INAMI (Belgian Reimbursement Authority)
Maria Iglesia, Head of Unit of Healthcare Systems, DG SANTE, European

Commission
Yann Le Cam, CEO, Eurordis
Aldo Golja, Senior Policy Officer, Dutch Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sport
Ricco Buitink, Health attaché, Permanent Representation of the Netherlands
Luca Pani, Director General, Italian Medicines Agency (AIFA)
Richard Bergström, Director General, European Federation of Pharmaceutical

Industries and Associations (EFPIA)
Mario Miklosi, Secretary of State, Ministry of Health, Slovakia
Kris Boers, Health attaché, Permanent Representation of Belgium
Laura Valli, Health attaché, Luxembourg Permanent Representation to the EU
Stephen Mifsud, Health attaché, Maltese Permanent Representation to the EU
Matt Harpur, Health attaché, UK Permanent Representation to the EU
Stanislav Primozic, Head of JAZMP Sector for Pharmacoeconomics,

Pharmacovigilance and HTA, Agency for Medicinal Products and Medical

Devices of the Republic of Slovenia
Peter Bak, Head of International and EU Affairs, Ministry of Health, Slovakia
Nicola Bedlington, Executive Director, European Patients’ Forum
Thomas Heynisch, Deputy Head of Unit, DG GROW, European Commission
& others

	Outcomes of the meeting:
	Former MEP, and chair of the meeting, John Bowes, opened the meeting by suggesting that despite the negative conclusions reached on the potential for differential pricing reached in a Commission sponsored study (see above), there was an apparent appetite to maintain the roundtable stakeholder dialogue on the general topic of medicines pricing and access. 
Maria Iglesia, Head of Unit of Healthcare Systems, DG SANTE, European Commission then presented to the meeting. While medicines pricing is very much a national level competence, the Commission are looking at what potential cooperation mechanisms might be possible. In focus is potential improvement of the European database on pricing, Euripid. 
Yann Le Cam, CEO of Eurordis, promoted the Eurordis-European Patients Forum “call on payers” which promotes the need for establishing a “table for price negotiation with a group of Member States” and “scaling up of the pilots on early dialogue between payers and developers of medicinal products”. More information here. Overall, there was a message that expecting all 28 EU countries to take joint initiative in the area of medicines pricing and reimbursement is unrealistic, but a smaller “coalition of the willing” was entirely possible. Eurordis intend to host a multi-stakeholder workshop related to their “call to payers” in February 2016. I have approached Yann for more information.
Spokespersons for the forthcoming Dutch Presidency of the EU signalled that in the area of health, antimicrobial resistance is a key priority area. The Presidency will host a conference on the topic in February 2016, with a focus on new antibiotic development. Beyond this, Netherlands reflections on the European pharmaceutical market include a concern about “orphanisation” of pharmaceutics posing challenges for sustainability. The Netherlands would like to see moves towards a more demand driven market which requires better definition of unmet need. To this end, the Presidency will also host an invitational conference on adaptive pathways in March 2016. Overall the Presidency also hopes that it can give some leadership to necessary international dialogue on evolving pharmaceutical pricing models. I have contacted the Dutch Presidency about EAHP participation in these events.
The Group intends to meet again at 10th March 2016.

	Impact for EAHP (if any):
	Its useful to attend these meetings due to the high level updates on political discussions about pharmaceutical matters that are often not in the public domain.

	Follow up needed?
	Follow up with Eurorodis and Dutch Presidency about relevant events they are hosting in early 2016 (done).
To consider whether EAHP wants to take the opportunity of the March 2016 meeting to set out a fuller outline of its perspective on these matters – potentially good opportunity to profile the hospital pharmacist perspective at a high level.
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