Letter to BMJ editor. About Fiona Godlee editorial BMJ 29 November 2018 : why aren’t medical devices regulated like drugs ?

[bookmark: _GoBack]The principle of non maleficience is at the origin of clinical medicine since Hippocrates: first do not harm (primum non nocere). This principle was revisited with the concept of quaternary prevention1 a core value of the Wonca, the World organisation of Family Doctors. This principle can be extended to all Health Care Professionals (HCP). There is also a socio-political dimension of this principle2 :  for this reason HCP are engaged together with Patient’s Associations to improve European regulations on Health Technologies at the level of European Commission Health Technology Assessment Network3 and at the European Network for Health Technology Assessment (EUnetHTA)4. We welcome your editorial and hope it will contribute to improved safety and transparency. Safety necessitates better evidence before the introduction of a device into the market, better follow-up of side effects and certainly a better coordination with the European Medicines Agency (EMA)EMA. We consider that diminishing transparency to protect commercial secrets and to avoid scaring the public is an untenable argument.
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