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Sophia Antipolis, 8th March 2017

European Society of Cardiology (ESC) Application - Representatives to the HTA Network
[bookmark: _GoBack]The European Society of Cardiology (ESC) confirms its candidacy to become the HTA Network Stakeholder Pool/Providers Group standing representative to the HTA Network − in the person of Professor Piotr Szymanski.  He proposes to attend HTAN meetings and operate in coordination with the appointed rotating representative to ensure that evidence and expertise from all group members are duly conveyed for the assessment of different categories of health technologies.  Professor Szymanski is Research Director at the Warsaw Institute of Cardiology (PL). He is also Board member of the Polish Agency for HTA and Tariff System, member of the ESC EU Regulatory Affairs Committee, and our ESC appointed representative to EUNetHTA.
Our ESC application is motivated by a strong belief that professional organisations have a key role to play in the assessment of new medical technology − including drugs and devices − because of their professional expertise and because of the need to ensure that effective advances are widely disseminated and adopted. 
The European Society of Cardiology is a not-for-profit medical society of 95 000 members, led by expert volunteers, uniting 56 Member National Cardiac Societies, 27 cardiovascular ESC sub-specialty communities, 43 Affiliated Cardiac Societies, and individual members from around the world. The ESC has a strong track-record in HTA related activities: it has engaged actively in EUnetHTA Joint Actions, it has developed a dedicated Health Economics Unit, and it runs an extensive observational research programme to monitor the use of drugs and devices throughout Europe, including long-term outcomes. Members of the ESC in its member countries engage actively as experts with their national HTA authorities.
The ESC is an active member also of the EMA Health Care Professionals Working Party, and of the European Commission committees on Medical Devices (including MDEG, and the Clinical Investigation and Evaluation committee). The ESC has an office in the European quarter in Brussels that can be available for meetings of the group if required.
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