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What is CTF? 
CTF is a legal tool to achieve automatic recognition of professional qualifications across EU countries for professions – such as hospital pharmacy – which currently don’t benefit from direct automatic recognition. A CTF, in accordance with Article 49a of the Professional Qualifications Directive, outlines a common set of minimum knowledge, skills and competences necessary for the pursuit of a specific profession. 
Why is EAHP creating a common training framework? 
The overriding motivation for creating the common training framework (CTF) for hospital pharmacy specialisation is “to enhance the quality of, safety of, and equity of access to, patient care in every European country”. Underlining this motivation are five key benefits that highlight why a CTF is so important for EAHP and its members. These include the patient benefit, improving labour mobility and the benefits that arise from that, a benchmark for all European countries to strive for, a vital strategic tool for realising the European Statements of Hospital Pharmacy. 
Who developed the framework? 
The framework is the foundation of CTF and was developed via a large working group constituted of hospital pharmacists from across Europe and was inspired by the Pharmine project and existing training programmes. The draft framework was reviewed through a Delphi Consultation in which a diverse group of stakeholders consisting out of hospital pharmacists, other healthcare professionals, patients/ representatives of patient organisations and regulatory bodies participated. 
What is EAHP doing to make CTF a reality within Europe?
Since 2014, EAHP has been embarked on the journey of developing a competency framework for the adoption of a CTF. To this end, three working groups were formed which worked on the competency framework for the hospital pharmacy profession 
The strategic proposal for making CTF a reality considers a bottom-up approach as the best option for the implementation of a CTF for the hospital pharmacy profession. In accordance with this approach, support from national member associations has been obtained first, before national authorities and national stakeholders are approached. In a last step, the European Commission would be involved, once an application for the adoption of a CTF is lodged. 
Do European hospital pharmacists support CTF?
85% of hospital pharmacists and heads of hospital pharmacy that participated in the EAHP mobility survey would support the creation of a common training framework for the hospital pharmacy specialisation. According to hospital pharmacists, the main benefits gained by creating a new tool for automatic recognition of the hospital pharmacy specialisation across borders would be professional development, facilitation of exchange of expertise, standardisation in the quality of education and increased mobility opportunities.  Thus, EAHP believes that the establishment of a CTF will help in advancing towards more modern and safer hospital pharmacy at the same level for all European countries joining to CTF for the benefit of patients

Are national pharmacy organisations on board with CTF?
EAHP represents more than 22.000 hospital pharmacists in 35 European countries and is the only association of national organisations representing hospital pharmacists at European and international levels.  Our national members gave us the mandate to move forward with the CTF project during the 47th General Assembly in Malta (June 2017).
Does CTF mean that all national programmes will need to be taught in the same amount of years?
No, the Competency framework is looking to teach the same competences (or most of them) within the countries with CTF but the amount of years needed to become a hospital pharmacy is a national prerogative.
Is the framework going to lower the standards of national hospital pharmacy specialisations?
Mobility is an important outcome of implementing CTF. Since mobility of national hospital pharmacists around Europe will facilitate the exchange of knowledge among hospitals will help advance and innovate procedures. Thus, EAHP believe that CTF will help to advance towards more modern and safer hospital pharmacy services. The CTF ensure high quality and up-to-date standards
Is EAHP involving national competent authorities during the process?
This framework will not come into legal existence without competent authority support. The long-term management of the CTF is currently open for discussion and could include active competent authority roles. EAHP and its member country associations are currently approaching competent authorities to introduce CTF.
How can I learn more about CTF?
Just send us an email at info@eahp.eu with your questions and we will contact you as soon as possible.
How to reconcile the CTF and the compulsory national diplomas as in Belgium?
CTF will not affect the national programmes. If Belgium is part of CTF, this will not affect the programme but this will imply that the HPs from others countries that are also part of CTF will have the automatic professional recognition of their diploma.
How are we going to handle the mandatory tasks for some countries that are not part of CTF (e.g. in Belgium the HPs are in charge of the sterilisation units

Where can I find the content of the framework?
Please find it here http://www.hospitalpharmacy.eu/competency-framework
Would the professional continuing education be affected by CTF?
Continuing education won’t be affected by CTF as CTF doesn’t affect the national education systems or the CPD programmes
Are universities being involved in the CTF project?
We are trying to get them involve as much as possible, but it depends on the national authorities. For instance, in France, the French association have involved the Dean of conferences and the students association as they have a lot of leverage when negotiating with authorities.
Also, the European Association of Faculties of Pharmacy is aware of the CTF project. 
Would CTF affect the compensations of the trainees?
This is something decided at the national level by authorities so this will be up to the countries. CTF will not imply the need of paying residents.
Would CTF affect the credits needed to complete the specialisation?
As above it depends on the country. CTF doesn’t affect the national education systems.
Will CTF affect the salaries of the hospital pharmacists?
CTF won’t affect the salaries as national/local decision but EAHP strongly believe and support that higher education should correspond to higher salary

Who will decide/accreditate if the national programme can be part of CTF?

The application needs to be compliant with Article 49a(2) of the Professional Qualifications Directive. The application process for the adoption of a Delegated Act can be started only once the EAHP has gathered sufficient background information and ensured the support of a sufficient number of EU Member States (i.e. at least 1/3 of the EU Member States). Participating countries need to register their hospital pharmacy specialisation in the Regulated Professions Database of the European Commission. After all documents for the application to establish a CTF have been received, Directorate E5 (Professional Qualifications and Skills) of the European Commission’s DG GROW (Directorate General  for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs) will review the application. If no further questions are raised by Directorate E5 of DG GROW, the application will be provided to the Group of Coordinators for the recognition of professional qualifications. This group consists out of representatives from the EU 28, the European Economic Area countries and Switzerland. The Group of Coordinators takes the final decision on the Delegated Act for the adoption of a CTF applicable to the hospital pharmacy profession. 

How can I learn more about CTF?
Just send us an email at info@eahp.eu with your questions and we will contact you as soon as possible
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