
CIOMS – Council for International Organisation of Medical Sciences


1) Entity

Mission:
The Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences (CIOMS) is an international, non-governmental, non-profit organization established jointly by WHO and UNESCO in 1949. CIOMS represents a substantial proportion of the biomedical scientific community through its member organizations, which include many of the biomedical disciplines, national academies of sciences and medical research councils. CIOMS mission is to advance public health through guidance on health research including ethics, medical product development and safety.

Members:
CIOMS has three member categories:
· International members[footnoteRef:1] [1:  International members, namely organizations of a worldwide character, devoted to the encouragement of scientific research into the principles underlying health and into the causes of diseases, or the application of the medical sciences to the prevention and cure of diseases and to the promotion of public health.] 

· National members[footnoteRef:2] [2:  National members, namely national organizations devoted to the encouragement of scientific research into the principles underlying health and into the causes of diseases, or the application of the medical sciences to the prevention and cure of diseases and to the promotion of public health, as defined in separate regulations of the General Assembly.] 

· Associate members[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Associate members, namely International organizations and National institutions, which do not meet the conditions of admission above.] 


No international or national pharmacy organisation is currently a member of CIOMS. A detailed list of members is available online: https://cioms.ch/cioms-members/ 

Governing body:
CIOMS is administered by an executive committee comprising a maximum of 14 elected members from international and national medical or scientific organisations. The secretary general of CIOMS is Dr Lembit Rägo and the president is Prof Hervé LeLouet. The General Assembly of CIOMS is responsible for the election of the members of the Executive Committee including the President. The General Assembly consists of all CIOMS members and meets in ordinary session every two years and the alternate years by teleconference.

2) Funding 
CIOMS is funded through membership dues, publication sales and contributions in support of working groups and conferences. No detailed funding information is publicly available. 

Information on the membership fees is not publicly available. 

3) Benefits for EAHP
CIOMS membership entails the following benefits:
· Receiving the quarterly CIOMS Newsletter
· All member organisations receive one hard copy of new CIOMS publications free. New member organizations joining receive copies of those publications that were printed in the 12 months prior to their joining date.
· Information on a regular basis about major developments in WHO, as well as background papers relevant to CIOMS constituencies. The CIOMS secretariat can also offer to raise concerns from or issue statements of support from its member organizations.
· Information about UNESCO activities
· High level information about the developments in ICH, in particular about the topics that are related to medical sciences. CIOMS can also be the voice of its members relating ICH technical guidelines where and when needed.
· Being invited to participate in CIOMS governance through the General Assembly.
· Having the opportunity to be elected to CIOMS Executive Committee.

In addition, CIOMS working groups cover a broad range of drug safety topics. These groups bring together senior scientists from regulatory authorities, pharmaceutical industry and academia. The current and recent working groups include:
· MedDRA Labelling Groupings
· Working Group XI – Patient Involvement
· Clinical Research in Resource-Limited Settings
· Drug-Induced Liver Injury (DILI)
· Standardised MedDRA queries (SMQs)

[bookmark: _GoBack]During the June Board meeting also the high level of engagement with patients was mentioned. Associate membership in CIOMS was therefore highlighted as a good opportunity for EAHP. 
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