ECCO – European CanCer Organisation


1) Entity

Vision: To improve outcomes for all cancer patients in Europe through multidisciplinarity.

Core purpose: To provide a cohesive platform that promotes the concept and practice of multidisciplinarity across all areas of cancer care and to be the united voice of European cancer professionals to address common policy issues.

Core values:
· Patient Centricity – ECCO puts cancer patients at the centre of its concerns and activities and strives to do the very best for them
· Commitment to Science – ECCO’s policies reflect the very latest scientific knowledge and are independent of any vested interests
· Cohesiveness -  ECCO believes that combining the efforts of its members goes further towards achieving common goals than the sum of its members’ individual efforts
· Inclusiveness – ECCO seeks to include all non-profit organisations that share its vision and values
· Equality and Fairness – All ECCO members have a voice in the organisation and ECCO strives to transcend the interests of any one member
· Openness and Transparency – ECCO is committed to be transparent in and accountable for all it does

Members:
27 member societies representing over 150.000 professionals. More information HERE

Governing body:
The General Assembly is ECCO’s highest governing body. It consists of a main representative and one alternate representative designated by each Member organisation. The General Assembly meets formally twice a year.  

ECCO is governed by a Board composed of 15 Directors elected every two years by the General Assembly, each member society having the right to nominate one candidate for these elections. The President, the President-Elect (elected by the General Assembly), and the Chair of the ECCO Patient Advisory Committee are counted in the 15 seats. In addition, to the Board an Executive Committee exists which composed of the President, President-elect and Treasurer as well as any other Board members appointed for this purpose by the Board of Directors. 

2) Funding 
No detailed funding information is publicly available. The EU transparency register contains only limited information. Members are paying a yearly fee of around 1700 Euro. 

3) Membership requirements
ECCO membership may be open to any legal entity that meets the following criteria:
· Represents the interests of healthcare professionals, or researchers in more than one European country
· Is a non-for-profit association with its seat or has registered office in a country in Europe
· Has an European or International scope
· Has an exclusive interest or a significant interest in oncology
· Supports the goals and objective of the Association;
· Promises to adhere to the ECCO Statutes and the decisions of the Board of Directors, including with respect to the benefits and responsibilities of members

In addition, EAHP would need to enter in discussion with ESOP – ECCO’s current pharmacy member – on the relationship of both associations. 

4) Benefits for EAHP
ECCO offers the following benefits to its members:
· Access to a large multi-professional platform where members can share perspectives and achieve consensus on common positions
· Ability to combine and capitalise on members’ complementary strengths and capabilities to achieve common goals and reduce resource intensive duplications of effort
· Opportunity to be involved in multidisciplinary projects relating to quality cancer care together with representatives from European societies
· Opportunity to collaborate on the organisation of the European Cancer Congress to promote multidisciplinarity in cancer
· Enhanced ability to influence EU policy by having the combined perspective of a large number of diverse members represented in policy debates
· Ability to contribute to the development of policy positions on issues of common interest
· Access to advice and guidance on relevant EU policy initiatives
· Opportunity to attend or speak in ECCO’s policy events
· Increased visibility within the European cancer community
· Access to general information about EU funding that can support members’ own activities when aligned to ECCO’s vision, mission and core purpose
· Access to ECCO’s official journal (The European Journal of Cancer) for submission and fast track peer review, with in view the publishing of position papers or guidelines
· Access to information about issues of interest to European cancer associations
· Opportunity to secure a patient perspective on issues of specific interest to the member via ECCO‘s Patient Advisory Committee (PAC)
· Opportunities to take part in training programmes on different aspects of EU advocacy
· Ability to achieve economies of scale through sharing office space and administrative capabilities as well as combined purchasing of equipment and supplies
· Advice and assistance in relation to the accreditation of CME in Europe
· Ability to have one representative attend the Council with full voting rights
· Ability to nominate a representative for election to the Board of Directors
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Ability to nominate representatives to take part in ECCO committees and working groups (at the Board of Director’s discretion)
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