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Brussels, 23 February 2022




Statement by the European Association of Hospital Pharmacists outlining the reasons why and how Roberto Frontini meets the selection criteria for the André Bédat Award


Dear Mr Lourenço, 

The European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) would like to put forward Dr. Roberto Frontini as a nominee for the André Bédat Award. Dr. Frontini is a hospital pharmacist who has made immense contributions to the profession in his home country and across Europe. He practised as Hospital Pharmacy Director at the University Hospital in Leipzig and is still active for the profession by representing the voices of hospital pharmacists and health professionals on the Pharmacovigilance Risk Assessment Committee (PRAC) of the European Medicines Agency.

After working as a hospital pharmacist in Lübeck and Cologne, in 2001 Dr. Frontini became the Director of Pharmacy at the University Hospital of Leipzig and remained there until 2017. In Leipzig, he also taught pharmacoepidemiology and became the Director for Patient Care at the Centre for Patient Safety. After his retirement from the hospital pharmacy, he engaged as a consultant in different European projects and joined in June 2019 EMA’s PRAC as an alternate representing healthcare professionals.  

Throughout his long and successful career as a hospital pharmacist, a lecturer and a change maker for the European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP), Dr. Frontini was a frontrunner in promoting of patient safety and helped to ensure the continuous improvement of pharmaceutical care and outcomes for hospitalized patients in Europe. He revolutionised the hospital pharmacy practice in Europe by bringing together patient groups, doctors, nursing organisations and hospital pharmacists for the creation of the European Statements of Hospital Pharmacy, a project that was inspired by the Basel Statements and is supported by more than 15 European associations representing these different groups. Since 2014, the European Statements are an exceptional contribution to pharmaceutical practice for EAHP’s 35 European member countries and beyond. An example of their international uptake is the Egyptian Foundation of Clinical Pharmacy – one of EAHP’s associate member – that values the guidance the European Statements offer for the improvements of clinical practice in Egyptian hosptials.

European health policy was not only shaped by Roberto Frontini through the adoption of the European Statements but also through his active engagement with different European stakeholders and institutions as a Board member and President of EAHP. Between 2005 and 2017, Dr. Frontini moved forward several EAHP projects related to pharmacy education, pharmaceutical pricing, and reimbursement and at the same time oversaw the publication of the EAHP Surveys of Hospital Pharmacy Practice across Europe. High on the agenda of EAHP was the fight against medicines shortages. This also triggered the creation of a COST Action focused on medicines shortages in which Dr Frontini engaged on behalf of both EAHP and Germany. The seeds that Dr. Frontini planted during his EAHP presidency were nurtured by his predecessors and are now bearing fruit in form of extensive policy action in the EU targeting medicines shortages.

As a leader in pharmaceutical practice, Dr. Frontini authored a multitude of papers touching for instance on patient safety, pharmacovigilance issues, hospital pharmacy education and medicines shortages. As a lecturer on pharmacoepidemiology he accompanied a large number of students on their path towards our profession and still continues to influence the work of many hospital pharmacists through his contributions, in particular during the COVID-19 pandemic, focused on the EU’s pharmaceutical response as a member of EMA’s PRAC.

In terms of both professional background and personal character, EAHP considers that Dr. Frontini holds the attributes of an exceptional pharmacist, who has made significant contributions to hospital pharmacy practice at an international level and consequently should be recognised as such through the André Bédat Award.

It is with pleasure that we convey this letter of recommendation to you.

Yours sincerely, 




[add signature]


András Süle					         
President					
European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP)
Boulevard Brand Whitlock 87, Box 11 (4th floor), 1200 Brussels, Belgium
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