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EAHP endorsement policy

The European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) frequently receives requests from other organisations regarding the endorsement of projects and initiatives. An endorsement policy has been developed to appropriately manage these requests.

Before considering any endorsement request, the proposed initiative/ activity will be thoroughly checked by EAHP’s policy team in accordance with the association’s procedure for the review of endorsement requests (see Annex 1). 

EAHP follows the policy of only endorsing calls to action, initiatives or activities that the Association has actively contributed to. Apart from that, EAHP may choose to provide recognition/support to other initiatives/calls to action that were developed without EAHP’s involvement in case these largely coincide with the Association’s mission, values and policy priorities. Consequently, tTwo categories of endorsements have been identified by EAHP, these include the endorsement of projects in whose development and implementation EAHP is actively involved (collaborations) and the endorsement of statements or policies in whose development EAHP has not been involved (endorsements/support). EAHP recognises two types of collaboration, collaboration with full engagement and EU funded collaborations. Endorsement/support is divided into 3 sub-categories; namely endorsements, support and non-active support. In addition, EAHP’s views on funding as well as on industry collaboration have been included below.

In case materials of initiatives, activities or calls to action that EAHP has been asked to endorse are going to bear the logo of the Association, these materials need to be reviewed by EAHP.
The criteria EAHP we uses to categories each endorsement request are as follows:

1. Collaborations
Collaborations entail the affiliation of EAHP with a project. In these cases, EAHP reaches an agreement on the conditions and the process at the start of the project. Such collaborations  are discussed and negotiated on a case-by-case basis by the EAHP Board with the project proposer and/or organisation. 

1.1. Collaborations with full engagement
The affiliation with/ collaboration on a project under the auspices of another healthcare (professional) association or a European institution (i.e. European Commission, an agency of the European Union (including but not limited to the European Medicines Agency (EMA) and the European Centre for Diseases Prevention and Control (ECDC)) requires the active involvement of EAHP in all phases of the project. This includes the development phase,  the consideration of comments/feedback by EAHP on the work programme of the project and the active involvement of an EAHP representative in the governing body of the project. 
EAHP permits the use of its name and/or logo on material associated with the project  with  which the Associationwe hasve agreed to collaborate.

1.2. EU funded collaborations[footnoteRef:1] [1:  EU-funded activities cover all types of initiatives organised or financed by the European Union, including its agencies. The scope covers, but is not limited to, Horizon 2020 project, Horizon Europe initiatives and COST actions.] 

In principle, affiliation with/ collaboration on a project requires the active involvement of EAHP in the governing body of the initiative. EAHP however recognises that this level of involvement cannot always be reached especially for some EU funded activities that are run by Member State representatives. In such instances alternative involvement by engagement of EAHP representative(s) in working groups/ committees of the project is also possible. 
EAHP permits the use of its name and/or logo on material associated with the project  with  which the Associationwe hasve agreed to collaborate.
	
2. Endorsements/support
Endorsement/support is usually requested from different European stakeholders in relation to a call for action, an initiative or an event. 
2.1 Endorsements 
In general, EAHP does not endorse policies or statements that have been developed without the Association’sour participation. However, EAHP may make an exception where a policy or statement largely coincides with ou itsr vision and values. Such an  endorsement gives a  policy or statement the same status as an ‘EAHP response’ and will be granted only with the approval of the EAHP Board.
EAHP permits the use of its name and/or logo on material endorsed. 


An endorsement or support for international events, such as for instance congresses of other associations, can only be given if these are held on dates different from the national congresses of EAHP’s members.

3. Funding requests	Comment by Stephanie Kohl: Comment Piera: 
In case of funding it is better to have a call ( as for the members’ projects) to give the same opportunity for all our members.
Funding requests need to be reviewed by EAHP’s Board of Directors in the same manner as collaboration/endorsement requests. If needed, EAHP’s members should be involved via a call to ensure that all of the Association’s members have equal access to funding opportunities. 

4. Industry requests	Comment by Stephanie Kohl: Comment Piera:
In case of sponsorship project  it is important to guarantee the transparency and to have more restrict evaluation: if for example a pharmaceutical company require the endorsement of one project that is connected to one of their drugs I would not give any approval. If a PC require our endorsement in a project for the development of our statement probably we can evaluate it.
Industry sponsored initiatives require a rigorous review in order to guarantee a high level of transparency. Requests linked to one specific drug should generally not be endorsed. Requests  linked to the endorsement of a project or the development of a statement/policy, could be endorsed provided they are subjected to a detailed review and coincide largely with EAHP’s mission, values and policy priorities. 



2.2 Support
EAHP offers support where a statement or policy is relevant to our mission and aims. By supporting a statement or policy EAHP publicly expresses its positive views on the initiative. 
EAHP permits the use of its name on a statement or policy. The use of EAHP’s logo is not permitted. To show EAHP’s support the addition ‘supported by EAHP’ needs to be added. 

2.3 Non-active support
On occasion, EAHP encourages the development of an initiative in engagement with project proposers but chooses not to actively engage either due to non-alignment with EAHP priorities or because of resource issues . In these instances EAHP will not be involved in the progress of the project and will not  or lend its name to the initiative. The use of the EAHP name or logo is not permitted.


Annex 1 – Review procedure

Before the endorsement consideration by the Board of Directors of EAHP, a short review of the “requesting entity” and the project/ initiative should be carried out. The check encompasses a review of the requesting entity, its funding and the project/ initiative itself. The checklist for endorsements applies to both requests that are sent to the SC and to Board members.

1) Requesting entity
Once a request for endorsement is received, a quick background check on the requesting entity should be carried out. The following items need to be considered:
· the mission, aims and values;
· its members; and
· information about the composition of the governing body.

Background information about the requesting entity is usually available on its website.

2) Funding 
In relation to the funding, two elements need to be taken into account. On the one hand the review of the request needs to consider the general funding of the requesting entity. On the other hand, more information about the funding of the specific project/initiative must be obtained.

Entities operating in Brussels are usually members of the EU Transparency Register. This website contains information about the funding of an entity.

3) Project/initiative
Information about the project/ initiative for which endorsement is sought should contain a list of endorsing associations (if such information is publicly available). Details on the time commitment must be provided for cases that require active participation of EAHP in a project/an initiative. In addition, the request should be reviewed in accordance with the mission and values of EAHP as well as with the European Statements of Hospital Pharmacy. EAHP should only consider endorsing projects that are in line with the Statements/ support the implementation of the Statements. The following checklist should be kept in mind when reviewing the project/initiative:	Comment by Stephanie Kohl: Comment Piera:
Should a template be included?
· Is the topic interesting for EAHP?
· Is there scientific relevance? (If yes, it needs to be checked if the Scientific Committee needs to be involved.)
· Is the project/initiative compatibility with the mission, vision and policy priorities of EAHP? 
· What level of involvement is required from EAHP?


A short report detailing information on the requesting entity, its funding and the project/ initiative is first send to the Board leads concerned by the endorsement request. Once the Board leads voice their agreement, the EAHP Board will consider the request and take a decision.
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