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EAHP’s position on data sharing

In the past, the European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) was approached several times regarding the secondary use of  data generated by the Association, such as for instance data gathered via EAHP’s various surveys. To better respond to these requests, the EAHP Board of Directors has established this position on data sharing. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The term ‘data’ in this document covers unprocessed data that is collected by the European Association of Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP) via surveys or other types of data collection activities. 

Principles
EAHP underpins any data sharing with the following principles:

· Sharing data promotes independent, unbiased scientific research.
· Sharing data within the larger scientific community encourages a culture of openness and accountability in scientific research.
· Sharing data allows geographically dispersed individuals and those with limited resources to investigate scientific questions of interest, enables replication of analyses for verifying empirical findings, and opens extant data to analysis with new, more powerful, or integrative techniques than were available at the time of collection.
· Sharing data promotes additional research on topics of relevance to EAHP.

Considerations
In general, the formulation of data sharing policies requires careful balancing of rights, responsibilities, benefits and burdens. Moreover, before sharing data EAHP will consider the following: 
1. Specific levels or conditions for access, ranging from fully open access to limited access with permission to no access.
2. Appropriate access levels, methods, formats, and timing of data sharing which can vary with the type of data collected.
3. Timing requirements for data sharing.
4. Conformity of data Sharing with applicable statutes, regulations and prior agreements with other parties.

Procedure
Prior to sharing data, agreements need to be developed for citing and crediting EAHP in publications authored by secondary users of the data. The secondary data user will be required in this agreement to conduct responsible analyses consistent with best methodological practices, to make informed and responsible interpretations of the data, and to consult with EAHP as needed to ensure that the user has proper understanding of the data. In line with the General Data Protection Regulation and other national legislation, the secondary data user will have to ensure that individual human participants cannot be identified, that confidentiality is not violated and that hospital sites cannot be identified. 

Data sharing will be declined if EAHP is of the opinion that the request is not underpinned by evidence of future research and/or is of a commercial nature.

In relation to the timing, EAHP will not share any data before the Association has conducted its own analyses of the data and considered the plans of future data usage.
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