


Principles

EAHP underpins any data sharing with the following principles:
:
· Sharing data promotes scientific progress.

· Sharing data within the larger scientific community encourages a culture of openness and accountability in scientific research.

· Sharing data allows geographically dispersed individuals and those with limited resources to investigate scientific questions of interest, enables replication of analyses for verifying empirical findings, and opens extant data to analysis with new, more powerful, or integrative techniques than were available at the time of collection.

· Sharing data promotes additional research on topics of relevance to EAHP
. 
Considerations
General - Formulation of data sharing policies requires careful balancing of rights and responsibilities, and of benefits and burdens, 

1. Data sharing policies should define specific levels or conditions for access, ranging from fully open access to limited access with permission to no access.


2. Appropriate access levels, methods, formats, and timing of data sharing vary with the type of data collected. For example, procedures for sharing data that have the potential for identifying individual human participants, violating confidentiality, or identifying hospital sites need to be carefully designed and monitored. 

3. Timing requirements for data sharing (i.e., how long EAHP should  wait to share data that they produced) should be linked to the time required for EAHP to conduct its own analyses of the data and to consider the possibility of future data mining with a reasonable time frame.


4. Sharing of data must conform to applicable statutes and regulations and to prior agreements with other parties

5. The secondary data user is responsible for conducting analyses consistent with best methodological practices, making informed and responsible interpretations of the data, and consulting with EAHP as needed to ensure that the user has proper understanding of the data.


6. Agreements need to be developed for citing and crediting EAHP in publications authored by secondary users of the data.

7. Data sharing should be declined if EAHP is of the opinion that the request is not underpinned by evidence of future research and /or is of a commercial nature.



