EAHP Opinion on Pharmaceuticals in the Environment

· EAHP is concerned about the negative effects that pharmaceuticals in the environments have on patients, humans, agriculture and aquaculture. 
· Interdisciplinary education, infection prevention and training programmes for healthcare professionals, such as hospital pharmacists, should be fostered. 
· The establishment and deployment of multidisciplinary antibiotic stewardship teams should be encouraged by the European Commission.

The risks posed by pharmaceuticals in the environment have been mentioned increasingly over the past years as an emerging problem. Article 8c of Directive 2008/105/EC on environmental quality standards in the field of water policy[footnoteRef:1] consequently mandated the European Commission to develop a strategic approach to pollution of water by pharmaceutical substances. This long awaited strategic document has however not yet been released.  [1:  Directive 2008/105/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 December 2008 on environmental quality standards in the field of water policy, amending and subsequently repealing Council Directives 82/176/EEC, 83/513/EEC, 84/156/EEC, 84/491/EEC, 86/280/EEC and amending Directive 2000/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council. OJ L 348, 24.12.2008, p. 84.] 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Hospital pharmacists are concerned about negative effects of pharmaceuticals both to the environment itself as well as to animals, humans and patients. It is evident that often at the production sites especially out of Europe environmental and pollution prevention standards are often not complied. Therefore, responsibility has to be taken to ensure, that drugs and their components used in the EU are produced without avoidable pollution of the environment. Furthermore, not all drugs are metabolised and degraded into inactive substances by patients or animals treated with these drugs. Especially some antimicrobials, cytotoxic, hormones, non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs), etc. may be excreted with high level of active substance. The consequences differ widely, e.g. active antimicrobials may induce and trigger antimicrobial resistance with its impact on patients and animals. Consequently, EAHP brought up the issue of pharmaceuticals in the environment in its recently revised position paper on antimicrobial resistance[footnoteRef:2]. In addition, the association provided feedback to targeted and public consultations on this subject which aimed at informing the development of a strategic document by the European Commission.[footnoteRef:3]  [2:  EAHP position paper on antimicrobial resistance, revised in June 2018. Available at: http://www.eahp.eu/practice-and-policy/antimicrobial-resistance ]  [3:  Strategic approach to pharmaceuticals in the environment. Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/initiatives/ares-2017-2210630_en ] 


Due to the growing cross-border pollution problem of pharmaceuticals in the environment, the EAHP urges the European Commission to finalise and publish the EU strategic document outlining measures for tackling drug residues in water and the environment. Particular emphasis should be put on monitoring the release of pharmaceuticals and analysing the impact of antimicrobial resistance on the environment. 

Pharmaceuticals in the environment are also detrimental to patient safety. As healthcare professionals in direct contact with patients, hospital pharmacists as well as doctors and community pharmacists should be encouraged and enabled by European legislation to educate patients about the impact of oncolytics, antimicrobials, cytotoxic drugs on the environment. Consequently, the EAHP is calling on the European Commission and national governments to ensure the continued training of healthcare professionals, such as hospital pharmacists, in the latest developments in research and best practices in relation to the prevention and spread of antimicrobial resistance. Such training should be provided both at undergraduate and at post graduate level.

In the hospital antibiotic stewardship teams are still far from being routine. Their interventions could however significantly contribute to the efficient reduction of antibiotic overuse and positively influence resistance development as outlined in EAHP’s position paper on antimicrobial resistance. Consequently, the EAHP calls on the European Commission to ensure the establishment and deployment of multidisciplinary antibiotic stewardship teams in the hospital setting across Europe.
