Checklist for grants
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Open Society Foundation (OSF)


1) Financing entity

The OSF was founded and is currently chaired by George Soros, American investor and philanthropist. In the 1980s, he established the Open Society Foundations which grew into a network of foundations, partners, and projects in more than 100 countries. 

The OSF’s mission is the following:
· strengthen the rule of law; respect for human rights, minorities, and a diversity of opinions; democratically elected governments; and a civil society that helps keep government power in check.
· shape public policies that assure greater fairness in political, legal, and economic systems and safeguard fundamental rights.
· implement initiatives to advance justice, education, public health, and independent media.
· build alliances across borders and continents on issues such as corruption and freedom of information.
· place a high priority on protecting and improving the lives of people in marginalized communities.
The OSF’s values are the following:
· fundamental human rights, dignity, and the rule of law.
· a society where all people are free to participate fully in civic, economic, and cultural life.
· addressing inequalities that cut across multiple lines, including race, class, gender, sexual orientation, and citizenship.
· holding those in power accountable for their actions and in increasing the power of historically excluded groups.
· helping people and communities press for change on their own behalf.
· responding quickly and flexibly to the most critical threats to open society.
· taking on controversial issues and supporting bold, innovative solutions that address root causes and advance systemic change.
· encouraging critical debate and respecting diverse opinions.

The OSF’s boards are classified via 2 criteria: geography and theme. 
These are the following:
Global Board
· Open Society Global Board

Geographic Boards
· Africa Regional Office
· Eurasia Program
· European Advisory Board
· Latin America Program
· Open Society Institute–Baltimore
· U.S. Programs

Thematic Boards
· Documentary Photography Project
· Early Childhood Program
· Economic Advancement Program
· Education Support Program
· Fiscal Governance Program
· Global Drug Policy Program
· Higher Education Support Program
· Human Rights Initiative
· Independent Journalism
· Information Program
· International Migration Initiative
· Open Society Fellowship
· Open Society Justice Initiative
· Public Health Program
· Roma Programs
· Scholarship Programs
· Women’s Rights Program

Vis-à-vis its priority themes, the OSF states that its financing activity focuses on “grant making, advocacy, litigation, educational initiatives, publications, and conferences, among others”.


2) Funding 

The OSF is funded by the Chairman’s grant initiatives who, in 2017, transferred $18 billion of his fortune into an endowment that would be fund the future work of the foundations, bringing his total giving to the foundations since 1984 to over $30 billion. 

The detailed expenditure per priority areas is available here: https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/about/expenditures-budget 

The European region come in 4th with 68 mil Euro total expenditure in 2018. Public health grants come in 7th (52 mil Euro) in terms of expenditure in 2018.



3) Project/initiative

In terms of topics covered by the OSF, the one focusing on public health has a more global outreach and emphasis is placed on ending discrimination of certain minority groups. They state that OSF works “to establish health policies and practices that are based on evidence and promote social inclusion, human rights, and justice”. 

The presentation section on the website can be found here: https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/issues/health 

A detailed project database on health related past financed initiatives (grantee, description, duration, budget) is available here:
https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/grants-database/?filter_program=global-drug-policy-program%2Cpublic-health-program 

Within this topic, the policy issue which would be closest to the EPHA’s interests would be the one on Access to Medicines: https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/topics/access-medicines 

The presentation section on the website can be found here: https://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/topics/access-medicines 

Past projects have tended to focus on grants:
· For students/professionals from middle or low-income countries to attend congresses/conferences
· Targeted research on health policy
· Organization of events/conferences/forums
· Support for health risk plans and crisis management
· Mobility grants/scholarships
· Impact assessments/technical assistance
· Advocacy on drug policy reforms, medicines shortages 
· Production of evidence-based resources and materials (scientific consensus documents) to inform policy reform

The EPHA received a grant in 2017 to advocate for pharmaceutical policies that promote fair and universal access to medicines and needs-driven medical innovation in Europe.  



4) Deadlines
 
Project proposals are usually submitted on a rolling basis, but direct contact must be established with the responsible grants officer. 



