Dear Steffen, dear Kees,
 
The Commission published a public call for expression of interest to serve on the Advisory Forum of the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) last Friday.
 
The Advisory Forum, established as one of the governing bodies of ECDC, aims to support the Director in ensuring the scientific excellence and independence of activities and opinions of the ECDC. It constitutes a mechanism for an exchange of information on health threats and the pooling of knowledge. It also ensures close cooperation between ECDC and the competent bodies in the Member States on a number of topics.
 
Each Member State has one representative in the Advisory Forum. In addition, the Commission can nominate 3 observers from the following stakeholder groups:
?         one representative of non-governmental organisation representing patients and one alternate;
?         one representative of non-governmental organisation representing health professionals and one alternate;
?         one representative of non-governmental organisation representing academia and one alternate
 
Representatives are appointed for 3 years; starting in May 2018. The term in renewable. The Advisory Forum meets 4 times per year for two consecutive days in Stockholm Sweden.
 
The healthcare professional organisation representative would be responsible for ensuring that the perspectives of practitioners, clinicians, pharmacists or other health professionals are taken into account in the advice to the ECDC Director, in support of the overall role of the Advisory Forum. The candidate should be a member of an organisation representing health professionals. A broad knowledge of public health and communicable diseases will be needed to effectively contribute to the scientific discussions of the Advisory Forum.
 
Do you think EAHP should send in an application?
Please note that the final application of our candidate must be submitted by 16 February. Thus, we would need to decide soon if we want to nominate a candidate to allow sufficient time for the preparation of the application
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