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NATIONAL NEWS

GERMANY: HOSPITALS CAUGHT BETWEEN PUBLIC
EXPECTATION AND POLITICAL COST-CUTTING

‘Hospitals: caught between public ex-
pectation and political cost-cutting’: this
was the central topic of the 20th Lead-
ership Training jointly organised by the
German Association of Hospital Man-
agers (VKD), member of the EAHM, and
the Association of Diognostica-Industry
(VDGH) in Berlin. Germany may well top
thelist of European states when it comes
to economic growth, but the political pres-
sure to cut costs has not spared German
hospitals either. Smaller institutions in
particular are feeling the heat and might
nolonger be able to fulfil their obligations
to the public, signifying that the complete
territorial coverage might soon falter.
However, all hospitals are affected by
cost saving measures and structural
deficits such as a lack of trained per-
sonnel. With the help of some well-
grounded examples, Dr J. Diillings, Pres-
ident of the VKD, was able to show exactly
how negative framework conditions un-
dermine patient-centred hospital poli-
tics, and with it social politics as a whole.

IMPROVING PATIENT OUTCOMES:

Other expert speakers then broached
the subject of several other priorities
against the backdrop of rationalisation
measures: e.q. the competence of hos-
pital laboratories, implications and pos-
sible approaches regarding the lack of
trained personnel, performance and
quality demands on hospitals and en-

suring medical advances in basic care.

Like all meetings before, this 20th ses-
sion proved its worth by relying on the
tradition of exchange and discussion
amongst representatives of key organ-

A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY
CONGRESS REVIEW: 18TH EAHP CONGRESS, MARCH 2013, PARIS

March 2013 saw another successful con-
gress from the European Association of
Hospital Pharmacists (EAHP). This year's
focuswas Improving Patient Outcomes:
A Shared Responsibility. Over 3,000 Hos-
pital Pharmacists braved unseasonally
cold temperatures and snow in Paris to
attend the congress. And with a packed
programme of scientific sessions, satel-
lite symposia and social events, they
were not disappointed!

The congress addressed the following issues:
« How can professionals work and
collaborate better to ensure the very

best patient outcomes?
« What are the barriers to such cooper-
ation and how do we overcome them?
« Whataspects ofregular practice might
needtobe rethought to deliver positive
changeininter-disdplinary cooperation?

Dr. Marianne lvey, Associate Professor
in Pharmacy Practice ot the University
of Cincinnati, Ohio gave the opening
keynote speech. She examined the mean-
ing of the hospital pharmacist’s respon-
sibility and accountability in patient care
and the role of the pharmacist within the
inter professional team.

isations of medical technology and hos-
pital associations, of course including
the patient representative of the Fed-
eral Government as well as health in-
surance representatives. We loud this
instructive initiotive in cooperation with
the VKD, which clearly demonstrated
how actors in the hospital sector could
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and should take on responsibility, es-
pecially in times of crisis such as these.
Certainly it has set an example to follow,
for all of us hospital colleagues in each
and every European country.

Another highlight from day one was the
first ever student session at an EAHP con-
gress. Entitled “Student to Hospital Phar-
macist- Breaking down the barriers”, Hos-
pital Pharmacists from France, USA,
Austria and the UKimparted theirwisdom
and experience with today’s students.

Other sessions included seminars on
biosimilars, accreditation and quality man-
agement and aworkshop on the art of
writing an abstract.

For more information on the congress
and the EAHP in general please visit:
www.eahp.eu

For photos and videos of recent events please visit myhospital.eu
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